God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible
Part One: The Patriarchal Age

Lesson Three: Noah and the Flood
Texts: Genesis [image: image1.jpg]


 6:5-8; 11-20; 7:1-5; 11-12; 17-24; 8:13-14; 9:8-17; Luke 17:26-30
A
s mankind multiplied on the earth the Bible records that, “the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5). While human beings have great capacity for good, far too often the mind of man has turned to wickedness. Because of this, Genesis records that, “the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart” (Gen. 6:6). His creation grieved Him because of its great sin.

God’s sorrow over the sin of His creation led Him to a very sad decision. God determined, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them” (Gen. 6:7). As the Creator, God has the right to expect obedience from His creation. When man disobeys, it is God’s right to punish him.

Only one man alive at that time, a man named Noah, “found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Gen. 6:8). God warned Noah that He was going to send a great flood upon the earth to destroy all flesh. Noah was commanded to build a huge ship (or ark) the size of a modern freighter, in which he was to take all kinds of animals. Two each of all unclean animals and seven of all clean animals were to enter the ark. As unusual as this command must have seemed, “Noah did according to all that God commanded him” (Gen. 6:22).

When Noah completed the ark and the animals and his family were brought on board, God sent a flood on the earth. The Bible records that, “all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights” (Gen. 7:11-12). Water rose over all of the earth covering even the mountains (Gen. 7:20). All land animals and humans died, except those in the ark.

Noah’s family stayed in the ark for nearly a year as the water gradually receded (Gen. 8:13-14). When the earth was dry they all came out of the ark and Noah offered sacrifices to God (Gen. 8:20-21). God then promised that He would never again destroy the earth by water, and placed the rainbow in the sky as a sign of this promise (Gen. 9:8-17). By God’s mercy Noah was saved because he obeyed.

Although God promised never again to destroy the world by water, the Lord has revealed that one day all things will be destroyed by fire on the Day of judgment (2 Pet. 3:7). Jesus taught that the flood should teach us to be ready for His coming (Luke 17:26-30). The apostle Peter taught that just as Noah was saved by God through water, “baptism now saves you” (1 Peter 3:21). If we will obey God, we too can “find grace in the eyes of Lord” and be saved through the plan of salvation which He has given to us.  
[image: image2.png]



	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	3
	Exodus 5-8
	Exodus 9-12
	Exodus 13-16
	Exodus 17-20
	Exodus 21-24
	Exodus 25-28
	Exodus 29-32


Study Questions
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1.  Name the three sons of Noah: 1)  


2) 
3)
(Gen. 6:10). 

2.  When God decided to bring the flood, with what did the Lord say the earth was filled (Gen. 6:13)?


3.  List the dimensions of the ark (Gen. 6:15).

Length:


Height: 
 Width: 

4.  On what day, in the life of Noah, did the flood begin (Gen. 7:11)?

When was the earth dried (Gen. 8:13-14)? 


5.  How long did it rain during the flood (Gen. 7:12)? 

How long did waters prevail on the earth (Gen. 7:24)?

6.  When and where did the ark come to rest (Gen. 8:4)? 

How long was it after this that the tops of the mountains could be seen (Gen. 8:5)?

7.  What two birds did Noah release to see if the water had fully receded (Gen. 8:6-12)?

1) 
2)

Which returned with an olive leaf in its mouth?


8.  Fill in the blanks from Genesis 8:22: “While the _______ remains, ________ and _______, cold and ______, _________ and _________, and day and _______ shall not ________” (NKJV).
9.  What does Peter compare to Noah’s salvation through water (1 Pet. 3:21)?


10.  Did Noah earn his salvation by obeying God? 


If we obey God in baptism, is it trying to “earn” salvation?


Key Passage: “For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men”
(2 Peter 3:5-7, NKJV).
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